PARSEES

2751

PARTHENON

ers of the Northern Steamship Company,
furnish excellent transportation facilities.
There are saw mills, veneer, boat, sash and
door factories and machine shops, smelter
and chemical works, manufactures of char-
coal, spools and buttons. It is a central point
"for camping parties. Population, 1931, 3,512.

PARSEES, or PARSIS, pha/sees, the
name given in India to the present-day fol-
lowers of Zoroaster, settled chiefly in Bom-
bay and Surat and the vicinity. The name
is derived from the Persian province of Pars,
where they originated, and from which they
were driven in the seventh century by Mo-
hammedans. The Parsees venerate fire as the
symbol of their god Ahura-Mazda (Ormuzd),
to whom they have dedicated fire temples, on
the altars of which the sacred flame is kept
continually burning. The Parsees are suc-
cessful merchants, who, through their hon-
esty and integrity, have won the respect of
Europeans. Their religious beliefs have been
modified by Hindu influences, though they
still observe rigidly some of their old prac-
tices. They never intermarry with those
of another sect and never eat food prepared
by one of a different creed. One of their
most curious customs is their method of bury-
ing their dead (see TOWERS OF SILENCE).
The number of Parsees in India at the pres-
ent time is about 90,000.

PAR'SIFAL, a solemn music drama by
Richard Wagner, founded on a thirteenth-
century epic poem by Wolfram von Eschen-
bach. Wagner wrote the words of his drama
in 1877 and composed the music five years
later. The story, briefly, is as follows: The
Cup (Holy Grail) from which Christ drank
at the last supper, and the Lance with which
his side was pierced as he hung on the cross,
were brought by celestial messengers to
Titurel, chief of the Knights Templars, for
safe keeping. This knight built a castle on
Monsalvat, a remote peak of the Pyrenees,
to shelter the sacred relics, and gathered to-
gether a band of knights to guard them.

An evil character named Klingsor, who
had been refused membership in the brother-
hood, became its bitter enemy, and near the
castle he created a magic garden and in it
put enchantresses to ruin the knights. When
through his devices the castle was reduced to
a state of utmost degradation and humilia-
tion, Parsifal, a guileless youth, came to
Monsalvat and learned the story of the Grail
and of the curse. By virtue of his moral

strength he resisted the seductions of the
garden and restored the castle and the
knights to their original state of purity.

PAR'SLEY, a plant first known in Sar-
dinia, but grown extensively throughout the
world for two centuries. One species, the
common parsley, is a well-known garden
vegetable, the leaves of which are used for
seasoning and for the purpose of decorating
table dishes.

PAR'SNIP, a plant native to Europe and
Asia, now extensively cultivated in all coun-
tries for its edible root. This root is long,
white and tapering, about the size and shape
of a carrot root. It has not the commercial
or the food value of carrots, but is an impor-
tant garden vegetable. In the latitude of
New York the seeds are sown in April, cov-
ered with half an inch of soil, and the plants
are thinned out, a six-inch space being left
between the plants. The tubers are improved
by frost, and may be left in the ground un-
til December. The tops are sometimes used
as fodder for cattle.

PAR'SONS, EAST., in Labette County, 137
miles southwest of Kansas City, on the
Neosho River and on the Missouri, Kansas &
Texas, the Memphis, Kansas & Colorado and
the Saint Louis & San Francisco railroads.
A large state hospital for epileptics is lo-
cated here, and other prominent buildings
are a Y. M. C. A. building, the railroad
depot, a Masonic Temple and a Carnegie
Library. Glenwood and Forrest are fine
parks. There are extensive natural gas wells
in the vicinity, and sandstone and limestone
quarries are in operation. The city has shops
and general offices of the Missouri, Kansas
& Texas railroad, flour and grist mills, ele-
vators, a handle factory, a foundry, a cream-
ery and shirt and skirt factories. The place
was laid out and incorporated in 1871. The
commission form of government was adopted
in 1911. Population, 1920, 16,028; in 1930,
14,903, 'a decrease of 7.5 per cent.

PAR'THENON, a celebrated Greek tem-
ple, built in the time of Pericles, in the
golden age of Greece. It was erected on the
Acropolis at Athens and was dedicated to
Athena, the patron deity of the Athenians. It
is the finest example of ancient architecture;
and, although it has not escaped the scars
left by wars and time, the noble lines and
exquisite proportions even of its ruins bear
witness to what was once the most nearlv
perfect building ever constructed.